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SUBJECT: EORMER FINANCE MINISTER JOHN TURNER FILES SUIT IN 
HALIFAX AGAINST CBC 


1 . LOCAL MEDIA CARRY STORY ON NOVEMBER 26 THAT FORMER 
FEDERAL FINANCE MINISTER JOHN TURNER, HAS INITIATED 
LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST CBHT-TV AND AGAINST CBC 
REPORTER STEPHEN KIMBER, CHARGING INJURY OF CHARACTER, 
CREDIT AND REPUTATION. CHARGES ARISE FROM CONTENT 

OF THE CBC PROGRAM, HERE TODAY, AIRED ON MARCH 18 FROM 
HALIFAX. ALLEGEDLY KIMBER LINKED THE HAMILTON 
DREDGING SCANDAL AND THE IRVING WHALE RECOVERY JOB 
IN THE SAME '' BRIBERY " CATEGORY, MENTIONING MR TURNER 
BY NAME. 

2. THE STATEMENT OF CLAIM FILED BY MR TURNER'S 
LAWYER CHARGES THAT "ON THE 18TH DAY OF MARCH. . . 

THE DEEENDENTS FALSELY ANDMALICIOUSLY SPOKE AND 
PUBLISHED OR CAUSED TO BE PUBLISHED OF AND CONCERNING 
THE PLAINTIEF, AND CONCERNING HIM IN THE WAY OE HIS 
SAID PROFESSION AND CALLING, AND IN RELATION TO HIS 
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CITE THE CONTENT OF THE HERE TODAY PROGRAM WHICH 
REEERS TO THE HAMILTON, ONTARIO HARBOR SCANDAL, AND 
TO ABORTIVE ATTEMPTS TO RAISE THE IRVING WHALE WHICH 
SANK OFE PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND IN 1970. THE LAWYERS 
STATEMENT SAYS THAT THE PROGRAM STATED THAT ' OTHER 
PRESSURES WERE OBVIOUSLY APPLIED AND WE SEE AT ONE 
POINT THE HON JOHN TURNER, THE THEN MINISTER WITHOUT 
PORTFOLIO, TOOK A GREAT DEAL OF INTEREST IN WANTING 
TO SEE THE TENDER DOCUMENTS AND LATER THE POSSIBLE 
EXEMPTION WHICH MIGHT BE GRANTED TO THE FOREIGN 
VESSEL TO BE INVOLVED IN SALVAGE OPERATIONS ON THE 
LEECLIFFE HALL" . (THE LEECLIFFE HALL WAS AN EARLIER 
SALVAGE JOB INVOLVING THE USE OF FOREIGN VESSELS BY A 
BRITISH FIRM.) 

3. MR TURNER'S LAWYER IN HALIFAX IS STEWART MC INNES OE 
THE LAW FIRM MC INNES, COOPER AND ROBERTSON. 
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